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JIECA= et Gl Bangladesh continually faces religious turmoil, as the celebration of ‘Sar-
aswati Puja’ ensues. As people have been tortured and killed over the

TN years, Hindus have once again been rattled by a string of attacks in various

Nikesh Nag districts of Bangladesh. Especially severe in Jessor, there have been few
people accountable for destroying peace within the country. The ruling
party also participated in the cowardly attacks on Hindus. Due to the fact
that the majority of people are peace-loving however, we look towards
immersing ourselves in worship and festivities that celebrate restoring
peace and reinforce values that encompass fairness, mutuality and respect.
As we celebrate Saraswati Puja at the start of the New Year, our children
begin school and university. One of the many reasons we publish a Saras-
wati Puja magazine, is to recognise the success of our young achievers for
the HSC, OC and Selective School placements. This is to express our com-
pliments to our young friends.
Ma Saraswati; being the “Goddess of Knowledge and Wisdom™ bless our
children as celebratory rituals proceed. It is important to acknowledge how-
ever, that education goes beyond reading, writing and arithmetic. As
Einstein once stated, “any intelligent fool can make things bigger and more
complex... It takes a touch of genius - and a lot of courage to move in the
opposite direction.” Looking beyond the realms of academia, it is crucial to
recognize how a courageous individual can leave a mark in a world full of
so-called educated “professionals”. Education regarding lifestyle and
humanitarianism, is not only an important investment in fostering a peace-
ful society, but enforces the concept of just and moral judgment, good gov-
ernance and the elimination of disease and corruption in society. Perhaps if
education was recognized as a priority, the aforementioned attackings
would not be an issue today around the world. They say moksha
(liberation) is only acquired when knowledge is obtained with love and
devotion. It is only after we implement these principles gathered from this
knowledge and awareness, that we will achieve universal prosperity.
On this note, we express our gratitude to our publishers, writers, parents
who have sent their children’s names, and anyone involved to publish
articles and stories in our magazine.
We hope you feel welcome at our Puja and celebrate the day with lots of
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High Commission for the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh

57 Culgoa Circuit, O'Malley

ACT 2606, Auslralia

HIGH COMMISSIONER
16 January 2014

MESSAGE

| am delighted to know that Bangladesh Puja Association Australia Inc. is going to
celebrate “Saraswati Puja” with due religious fervor and enthusiasm on 8" February
2014. On this auspicious occasion, | would like to take this opportunity to convey my best
wishes to all members of the Hindu Community for their happiness, peaceful life and

prosperity.

This will indeed provide facilitating environment for the children who achieved OC and
selective school entrance and high results in HSC. | hope Bangladesh Puja Association
Australia Inc, will continue their endeavours in providing such kind of encouraged events

for the children in the years to come.

| wish a great success in the Saraswati Puja celebration by the Bangladesh Puja
Association Australia Inc., and publishing a magazine ‘Anjali’. | hope this will help to

forging close bonding among community members.

Lieutenant General
Masud Uddin Chowdhury (Retd)

B0-0511, Fax ; 61-2-6290-0544, Emanl : hoc@bhcanbemra.com
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HIGH ACHIEVERS IN 2014

BANGLADESH PUJA ASSOCIATION, AUSTRALIA congratulates our young generation on their
significant achievement in various fields. Well done and keep it up!!!

Placements in Opportunity Classes

Ryan Pandit

Father: Rajat Pandit
Mother: Dr. Chitra Pandit
Selected to study at Woollahra Public School
‘ ‘
k

Aritree Das
Father: Krishna Das

Mother: Rinku Das
Selected to study at Greystanes Public School

Arinjay Saha

Father: Ashim Saha
Mother: Dr. Mita Saha
Selected to study at Blaxcell Street Public School, Granville

Placements in Selective Schools

Aurpita Saha
Father: Alakesh Saha

Mother: Lucky Saha
Selected to study at Alexandria Park Community School

Arnab Bhattacharya (Hrithik)
Father: Paramesh Bhattacharya

Mother: Late Swapna Bhattacharya
Selected to study at Alexandria Park Community School

Shantanu Halder
Father: Ashoke Halder

Mother: Chandana Halder
Selected to study at Macquarie Fields High School
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Sutapa Saha

Father: Swapan Saha
Mother: Shuvra Saha
Selected to Study at St. George Girls High School

Moumitha Dey
Father: Amiyangshu Dey

Mother: Supriya Dey
Selected to study at Sydney Girls High School

Debolina Chowdhury
Father: Subal Chowdhury

Mother: Priti Chowdhury
Selected to study at Baulkham Hills High School

Higher Secondary Certificate

Anannya Bhattacharya (Ritu)

Father: Paramesh Bhattacharya
Mother: Late Swapna Bhattacharya
Bachelor of Law & International Studies at University of New South Wales

Sharmistha Karmaker

Father: Anjan Karmaker
Mother: Shikha Karmaker
Bachelor of Nursing at University of Technology

Moumita Chowdhury

Father: Subal Chowdhury
Mother: Priti Chowdhury
Bio Medical Engineering at Sydney University
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Do the Gen Y realise how lucky they are?
Tushar Roy

“Youth is the best time to be rich, and the best time
to be poor”. Euripides

“The biggest adventure you can take is to live the
life of your dreams”. Oprah Winfrey

Let’s start with imagining a life where the follow-
ing do NOT exist:

- mobile phones (iPhones/androids), iPod, iPad or
even fixed line phones at your home

- internet, email, social networking tools
(Facebook/Twitter), computers, satellite channels,
even TVs

If you ask it to today’s 20-somethings, they will not
only refuse to believe but may also be badly trauma-
tised to imagine such a ‘terribly unreal’ life. They
might think the ‘Doomsday’ would look much better
than that! This is the Gen Y (generation Y) aka the
Millennials, born between the early 1980s and the
early 2000s. They are the children and/or grandchil-
dren of the Gen X (generation X, born in the early
1960s to early 1980s) and Baby-boomers (born in
between mid-1940s to early 1960s).

The Gen Y-ers will give the same response regard-
less what their parent’s or grandparent’s origins are -
be it a mainstream western society or a ‘third world’
nation (that's what it used be called until two
decades ago). But that’s the life the Baby-boomers
and Gen X had - during their childhood, youth and
part of their adulthood.

Well, it was even worse in a third world country.
The only media they had were the transistor radios
and the newspapers, while the latter was limited in
the big cities and towns. And the existence of TVs
was limited to a countable few well-to-do families in
the metropolitan communities until early 1970s.

In such a setting they grew up, firstly with mercy
of the almighty God as they had to survive the
abuses of the quacks, superstitious and uneducated
society on diseases and health-related matters. Then
they received their education from primary to univer-
sity that rarely had any support and guidance from
anyone in the family or community, making it an
arduous venture for them. Many of them had to
support themselves financially from the time they
started at high school. Needless to say, their educa-
tion (and life) was supported by the scanty resources,
information and networks that were available locally
only.

If that sounds terrible, think about the life of the
Baby-boomers and Gen X in a rural area in those
‘third world’ nations. They didn’t even have those few

facilities and luxuries that the cities had, like electric-
ity, gas, cars, trains, running water, even proper
gravel roads. Transportation was either by boat or
carts. But the common people simply relied on their
feet to go any distance. And the houses they lived
were prone to heavy rains and storms.

Moving on, they followed a career path that was
often unrelated to their higher education. Because
the economies of those nations were at the subsist-
ence level with the dominant agrarian sector, the
industrial or service sector couldn’t flourish to
provide enough employment to the educated popu-
lation. Hence the employment prospect was poor,
and so was the income potential. This (catch-22)
situation created a ‘vicious cycle’ of poverty in the
society leading to a lower standard of living. Migrants
from those nations who are in their 60s and 70s are
the living evidence of this generation.

Unlike the present days, they didn’'t have much
choice or scope to study diverse range of disciplines
or courses and then choose a related career path.
Neither there existed many educational institutions.
The only mode of attendance was classroom. In this
day and age, anyone from any part of the world can
study a course with a university or institution on the
other side of the world sitting in their lounge room.

The same goes for the employment opportuni-
ties. The advancement of civilisation has unveiled
unlimited needs, wants and issues of the human soci-
ety. That has, in turn, created numerous business,
service and thus employment opportunities. Every-
one in the modern society can access the informa-
tion at their finger tip. Due to highly developed trans-
portation and communication systems, people can
travel a great distance at a short time and communi-
cate globally in real time. That enables people to
become omnipresent globally.

The resultant effect of the above has been the
astronomical increase in the scope and mobility in
the labour markets globally. A stock/share trader can
do the tradings or transactions from any country at
any time - even lying lazy on a beach in Hawaii, a
lecturer can deliver a lecture to thousands of
students globally via online, a surgeon can operate
on a patient online, a business can run online or
telephone customer service twenty-four-seven from
any country or a combination of countries, and the
list goes on. Thus the opportunities for various
professions and individuals have exceeded beyond
all boundaries. This is the age of the GenY, literally a
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life termed as “a bed of roses” compared to its prede-
cessors, Baby-boomers and Gen X. It simply doesn’t
get any better than this.

Yes, we have unanimously established that the
Gen Y is unbelievably lucky. But that’s only half of the
point of this article. The discussion hitherto has
merely laid the foreground. The main point is to do
the anatomy of the Gen Y i.e., analyse their character-
istics by focusing on the behaviours and attitudes. In
other words, do their contributions to the society
commensurate the privileges, benefits and advan-
tages they enjoy?

In its article (“Millennials: The Next Greatest Gen-
eration?”) dating 9 May 2013, the Time magazine
commented the GenY as the “Me Me Me Generation”.
It said, "They’re narcissistic. They're lazy. They're
coddled. They're even a bit delusional. Those aren't
just unfounded negative stereotypes ... they're
backed up by a decade of sociological research.”

According to another poll conducted by the
magazine, the Gen Y wants more 'me time' on the
job, and nearly nonstop feedback and career advice
from managers. They're ungrateful, non-committal,
yet with an overblown sense of “entitlement” about
salary, time off and career progression.

The USA Today report on 15 March 2012, based on
a study, said the Millennials as "more civically and
politically disengaged, more focused on materialistic
values, and less concerned about helping the larger
community than were Gen X and Baby Boomers at
the same ages. It also commented that the "trend is
more of an emphasis on extrinsic values such as
money, fame, and image, and less emphasis on
intrinsic values such as self-acceptance, group affilia-
tion and community.

The study was based on an analysis of two large
databases of 9 million high school seniors or entering
college students. It also had some contrasting obser-
vations, characterising them being more open-
minded, and more supportive of gay rights and equal
rights for minorities, they are confident, self-
expressive, liberal, upbeat and receptive to new ideas
and ways of living.

While the behaviours of the Gen Y members can
vary widely depending on the background of the
interviewees in those studies (i.e, westerner or a
migrant), some of their common characteristics can
be easily understood. The Baby-boomers have expe-
rienced so many uncertainties in their lifetime includ-
ing the impact of the Great Depression and World
War Il as well as other crises domestically and glob-
ally. The Gen X has also experienced much political
and financial instability. All that instability and inse-
curity have created a tendency in them to find some-

thing stable and secured. In contrast, the Gen Y, with-
out that bitter experience, has no reason to seek
‘stable’ or ‘'secured’ lifestyle.

Another reason for the difference in Gen Y
attitude is that many concepts like community, envi-
ronment, good governance, global politics, human
rights, multiculturalism have evolved in the recent
time that have influenced the Gen Y to shape up their
psyche in a much different way than their predeces-
sors.

Regarding Gen Y’s attitude to employment, surely
they want a stable source of income but that can’t be
a mercenary, rather a satisfying and rewarding one, a
desire for work that means something, work that
allows them feel like they are contributing to some-
thing bigger than themselves. To have it they have
two options, either they found the job that had these
qualities, or they found a job that consumed a mini-
mum of their energy, time and identity, and thus
affording them the freedom they needed to pursue
meaning, satisfaction and a social contribution
outside paid employment.

It is important to note here that this disaffection
with work is not limited to the youngest members of
our societies. This may not appear and disappear at
the boundaries of a single generation. Personal situa-
tion like skills shortage, differences in language,
culture and values can also cause such disaffection.

However, before any further we do, let us make
the most important point that we started the discus-
sion with. And that’s the contributions we, as the
Baby-boomers and Gen X, wish to see from the GenY,
especially those who come from the migrant fami-
lies. This contribution, in no way, means that they
have to pay back to their families. Rather it means
achieving much more by them in all fronts, educa-
tion, business, research, innovation, entrepreneur-
ships, cultural and creative pursuits, community
services etc.

Gen Y is exceptionally lucky and privileged with
all kinds of support, guidance and information.
Hence taking challenging initiatives by exploring the
opportunities available to them, they should be
much more productive and accomplished than all
the previous generations. Such initiatives would
definitely give them the opportunity to turn their
‘job’ into ‘follow the passion’ and thus ‘fulfil the
dream; which are the modern-day catchphrases in
career discussions.

And by adopting such an attitude and approach
they would achieve much more individually that
would definitely benefit themselves and their family,
community and eventually the nation.
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(A sonnet)
The Jungle

- Aritree Das

The jungle is a very peaceful place,
With lions, tigers, bugs and huge space.
Each tree has fresh leaves with dew hanging down,
But the jungle is no place like town.

All the adventures you have would be fun,
Do not carry a bag weighing a tonne.
Explore all the parts and become well known,
Throw out all the gadgets like a phone.
Learn how to survive and live on your own,
Your home would fully made out of stone.
To enter the jungle there is no cost,
When it is winter watch out for the frost.
So the jungle is great place to go,

Now pack your bags and get out in a blow.




Maa Saraswati
Ipshita Datta

Maa Saraswati is daughter of Lord Shiva and Goddess Durga. She is dressed in white- symbol of
purity. She rides on a white swan symbolizing Swatta Guna or purity and wisdom. In Hinduism,
Maa Saraswati is the manifestation of God for knowledge, intelligence, consciousness, music, the
arts, eloquence and power. Saraswati has different names in different countries. She is known as
Thurathadi in Burmese, Tipitaka in Medaw, Bianaitian in China, Benzaiten Japan and Surasawadee
in Thai. It is believed that Goddess Saraswati endows human beings with power of speech, wisdom
and learning. We worship her not for academic knowledge but for divine knowledge.

| pray to Saraswati Maa for buddhi, taal, taan, sur and knowledge. When | am happy, it feels like
Maa Saraswati is sitting inside me.

Joy Maa Saraswati.
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GODDESS SARASWATI

- Swapnil Dey

MOTHER OF ALL THINGS
WATCH OVER ME TONIGHT
HOLD ME IN YOUR ARMS
UNTILL THE MORNING LIGHT.

BLESSED BE THE MOTHER GODDESS
BY ALL HER MANY NAMES
MAY SHE BLESS MY FAMILY AND FRIENDS
MAY SHE BLESS THE ANIMALS OF THE WORLD
AND PEOPLE EVERYWHERE

MA SARASEATI GODDESS OF THE KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM
SHINING THE SKY ABOVE
BATHE ME IN YOUR MAGICAL LIGHT AND
PROTECT ME WITH YOUR POWER.

Australian Visas & Migration

Planning to lodge your visa application? Please give us a call today.

We can advice the best possible pathways and assist you in all Immigration matters from Temporary to Permanent visas.
If you are in difficulties to quality for Permanent Residency visa, your current visa could still be a qualifying factor

which could lead you to a better future.

We can provide expert assistance with:

Onshore and offshore applications ® Temporary and Permanent Residency Visas . _
Sate hio & Skiled Miatation ® Eartily. P 86 Miarat Suite 5, 3A Railway PDE North,
tate Sponsorship & Skilled Migration ® Family, Partner & Spouse Migration 4 Kogazh NSW 2217

ENS/RSMS/457 Visa ® Business Migration ® Student Visa E-mai : czimmivisa@yahoo.comau | woaionsge

I\goljatmn;aNt‘i_A}:asaAnA!i Web : www immivisa.com.au Registration Number
q . . . . . ot a egistered Migration Agent . d ACi
Migration Review Tribunal (MRT)  Refugee Review Tribunal (RRT) ® Citizenship e | Tol- (08065 2048 Mob: (4335008531 s
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